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Consultants  

Rt Rev EF Darling Rev TW Gordon 
Rev Canon RE Turner  

1. BCP LEGISLATIVE PROCESS COMPLETE 

The legislative process to complete the contents of The Book of Common Prayer 
(2004) was concluded at last year’s General Synod, so fulfilling the timetable set for 
the Liturgical Advisory Committee in 1998.  The work of the committee during the 
past year has been to review the process and to ensure that the new edition of the 
BCP is introduced to the Church as effectively as possible.  This has been a year for 
reflection and for re-evaluating the role of the LAC. 

The terms of reference of the LAC as passed by the General Synod of 1962 were 
as follows:- 

That a Liturgical Advisory Committee be appointed:- 

(a) To formulate and suggest to the General Synod such liturgical proposals 
relating to Public Worship, as may seem to be desirable to the Advisory 
Committee from time to time; 

(b) To consider and report on, if requested to do so by the General Synod, 
such other liturgical proposals relating to Public Worship as may be 
brought before the said body from time to time; 
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(c) To foster the study of the Book of Common Prayer and of the Public 
Worship of the Church by preparing articles relating to these subjects and 
offering them for publication; 

(d) To report to the General Synod annually. 

The revision of the Church of Ireland statutory services of worship is but one part of the 
remit of the Liturgical Advisory Committee.  While it has been the dominant role of the 
committee for the past forty years it now seems right to redirect the focus to the other 
areas of the resolution which established its work in 1962.  This means that the LAC 
should now concentrate more particularly on formation, education and the production of 
resources for the liturgical worship of the Church. 

During the forty-two years of its existence the LAC has witnessed a significant change in 
approach in Anglican Liturgy from a very rigid structure and content to a situation where 
Anglican liturgy is characterised by a definite structure and shape but incorporating great 
scope for flexibility, freedom and creativity. 

With the advent of a new The Book of Common Prayer which celebrates that principle of 
structure and freedom throughout its liturgical provision the role of the LAC needs to shift 
towards the areas which have not received sufficient attention during its history.  The LAC 
must now concentrate on resourcing dioceses and parishes in making the best use The Book 
of Common Prayer as its core book, a task which needs a multiplicity of resource materials 
to make it ‘live’ and meet the needs of modern day worshippers. 

2. CENTRAL LITURGICAL OFFICER 

In accordance with the resolution passed at last year’s Synod, Canon RB Rountree was 
appointed as the Church of Ireland Central Liturgical Officer for an 18 month period 
beginning on 1 August 2003.  His appointment is on a part-time basis, with his parish being 
assisted by extra staffing.  While it is difficult for the CLO to balance parish responsibilities 
with the demanding role of CLO a three phase process has been established for the 18 
month period of his appointment. 

Phase 1 (August 2003 – March 2004) has been a period of preparation for the publication 
of the book in March 2004.  A series of seminars have been held in conjunction with RSCM 
in all the dioceses for clergy and other worship leaders.  Area or Diocesan Liturgical 
Officers have been appointed in most dioceses to assist in this task and to help form a 
lasting structure for liturgical formation and education.  A series of articles have been 
published in the Church of Ireland Gazette and a designated website is under construction.   

Phase 2 (March – June 2004) has been designated as a familiarisation period when the 
book is available.  A series of seminars for clergy and worship leaders is being held to 
familiarise those leading worship with the best use of the book.  Guidance is being given on 
locally printed worship materials and the implications of copyright etc.  

Phase 3 (Sept. 2004 – Easter 2005) will concentrate on individual liturgies and their 
creative use together with advice about existing worship resources and the production of 
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new resource materials.  These resources will be made available in a special worship 
resource manual which can be added to on an ongoing basis and will also be available on 
the website.  In the Autumn of 2004 Visual Liturgy 4 (C of I Edition) will be available on 
CD allowing for full electronic access to the materials in the BCP (2004) and to a large 
body of resource material. 

3. FUTURE SHAPE OF THE LAC 

The original creation of the LAC allowed for both education/formation and revision of 
liturgy.  The present shift in emphasis from the revision part of its remit to its educational 
role will mean changes in its personnel and method of working.  The resolution for future 
membership reflects this shift.  The method of working should also change from large 
central meetings to a smaller number of plenary meetings with the bulk of the work being 
undertaken by specialist working groups.  The Working Groups will report back to the 
whole committee on a bi-annual basis.  Three working groups are envisaged at present: 
Liturgical Resources Group, an Internet Group and a Formation/Education Group. 

4. BCP EDITOR 

The LAC places on record its deep appreciation of the work of Canon Brian Mayne in his 
role as Editor of the 2004 revision of the Book of Common Prayer.  He has given tireless 
energy to this task; and the quality of its production is in no small way a testimony to his 
efforts and those of Columba Press.  Canon Mayne has also been instrumental in the 
production of a number of companion materials.  The emphasis given in the new BCP for 
private devotional use has been enhanced by his book of daily prayer ‘As we believe so we 
pray’.  He has been involved as editor of the Church of Ireland edition of ‘The Word of the 
Lord’, which provides the principal Sunday readings for the three years of the Revised 
Common Lectionary according to the Church of Ireland.  This is of particular help in a 
situation where the readings are not printed out in the Prayer Book.  He has contributed 
along with Canon Edgar Turner, Canon Michael Kennedy and Bishop Richard Clarke to a 
series of essays on the history of the Book of Common Prayer in the Church of Ireland. 

5. RESOURCE MATERIALS 

While the Church of Ireland will be producing an amount of resource materials for worship 
the LAC seeks to be aware of good resources being produced in other parts of the Anglican 
Communion.  The Bishops, individually, have commended appropriate use of a number of 
major resources produced by the Church of England.  These include the volumes, ‘The 
Promise of His Glory; Lent, Holy Week & Easter; and New Patterns for Worship’.  They 
also envisage commending the future Church of England resources for the Christian year 
entitled ‘Times and Seasons’.  Appropriate use of materials from these books is 
recommended for the enhancement of the flexible areas of the liturgy. 

6. LAUNCH OF THE BCP 

The LAC records its thanks to the Archbishop of Armagh and the Diocesan Council of 
Armagh for their generosity in providing every member of General Synod attending the 
Synod this year with a special presentation edition of the BCP.  Members will use this 
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special edition at the prayer times during the meeting of Synod and bring it to the Synod 
Eucharist in Armagh Cathedral.  The special edition commemorates the historic meeting of 
the General Synod in the primatial city and the publication of the 2004 edition of The Book 
of Common Prayer.   

General Synod 2004 marks the public launch of the BCP (2004).  Each diocese will hold a 
diocesan launch with a special service in a cathedral of the diocese.  The 2004 edition of 
The Book of Common Prayer will become the authorised Book of Common Prayer of the 
Church of Ireland on Trinity Sunday (6 June 2004) and it is hoped that the occasion will be 
appropriately marked in every parish. 

 

 

 

 

 


