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APPENDIX L 

Report on the Porvoo Contact Group held in Iceland, 2004 

Each of the churches of the Porvoo Communion has a Contact Person.  This group met in 
Reykjavik from 21st to 23rd September 2004.  The purpose of the meeting was to make 
final preparations for the Theological Conference held on 23rd to 27th at Skálholt, a 
Church of Iceland conference centre in a rural setting some 70k from Reykjavik 

The business of the Contact Group also included discussion on reports from all the 
member churches.  From a Church of Ireland perspective I spoke about The Book of 
Common Prayer, The Windsor Report 2004 involving the Archbishop of Armagh, the 
appointment of Canon Kenneth Kearon as Secretary General of the Anglican 
Communion, the continuing process following the publication of The Hard Gospel 
report, the report of the General Synod on the Commission on Ministry, the changes in 
Marriage Law and some implications on the National Census on church growth. 

It is hard to keep up with all the various relationships between churches through 
ecumenical organisations.  I thought it was well put by one person who said it came down 
to the question “Are my friends your friends?” 

Some points raised during the meeting included:- 

1. Porvoo bishops visiting other churches for consecrations should be encouraged 
to extend their visit and engage in local discussion and contact. 

 
2. The place of existing women bishops should be recognized. 
 
3. The position of clergy ordained by women bishops in Luthern churches should 

be formally clarified in all churches of the Porvoo Communion. 
 
4. Guidelines on the appointment of clergy from the Communion of Porvoo 

Churches within the provinces of Canterbury and York (2001) may prove 
helpful when the exchange of ministers is being organised in Church of Ireland 
parishes. 

 
5  Due to the small amount of delegates to be sent to WWC General Assembly in 

2006 it is suggested that the Porvoo churches might consider some form of 
common preparation and that some meeting with chosen delegates be held in 
late 2005. 

 
6. A single page summary on each church’s understanding of Confirmation 

practice, including preparation, be returned to the Porvoo Co-Secretaries by the 
end of 2004. 
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8. There is ongoing consultation on the Diaconate.  The Anglo-Nordic Diaconal 
Research Project (ANDREP) is planning a consultation of about thirty people 
in Spain in March 2005.  The Commission on Ministry(C of I) may wish to 
note this. 

 
10. Information on courses, retreat centres and pilgrimages can be found on the 

Porvoo website.  More information from churches is welcome. 
 
11. A Youth event (18-25 year olds) is planned for 2006. Youth Department 

Leaders to be informed and email addresses forwarded for contact purposes. 
 
12. Information on the Interfaith Consultation held in Oslo in December 2003 is 

available on www.anglicannifcon.org/Porvoo.htm 
 
13. The next Primates/Presiding Bishops Meeting is scheduled to take place in 

Trondheim in Norway on 11th October 2005 with the Contact Group meeting 
from 10th –13th. 

 
12. The Church Leaders Meeting is planned for 16th March 2006 in Cardiff. 
 
14. The 10th Anniversary of the signing of the Porvoo Agreement occurs in 2006 

and there will be an opportunity to celebrate this at this meeting.  However, all 
member churches are asked to mark the occasion in their own churches in the 
autumn of 2006.  The Church of Ireland will need to give consideration to this. 

 
It is important that the points for action in the Archbishop of Dublin’s report and in my 
comments are followed up by that dates indicated 

I have passed a paper on Homosexuality from the Church of Sweden to the Secretary of 
the House of Bishops.  

In addition to the privilege of being present at these meetings it was good to witness the 
scenery of Iceland, to enjoy clear air and pleasant temperatures, to share in worship in 
Islandic every day at Skalholt and on Sunday in Selfoss (excellent adult choir and 
children’s choir) followed by light lunch with members of the congregation in the parish 
hall.  The conference group split up for the afternoon and four of us went with a local 
pastor and his wife to visit three rural churches (service once a month but with central 
heating on 24 hours a day, 7 days a week thanks to natural thermal sources!) thus 
providing an opportunity for conversation and comparison. 
 
(Further detail on the Porvoo website by click on the Church of Ireland website) 
   
 
 
 
The Very Rev Desmond Harman 


